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Spotlight
Productions
eliminates
homecoming
concert

Focusing
on student
safety at GV
GVPD encourages
community members to
be active bystanders

Fund reallocation to allow
for a larger spring show

BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM

HOST: David Ringler speaks at SpeakEZ
Lounge COURTESY | SCIENCE ON TAP GR

Prior to the change, ('ro
llin' said Spotlight's overall
budget tor the 2016-17 yean
allocated b> student senate,,
was decreased In S10.000.
In past year*, he said the
budget hovered around
S50.000 to S60.000.
l or this vear’s spring con
cert, country artists Dan
+ Shav were Invoked for a
*05,000 lee. I>\ shrinking
the si/e of the homecoming
event, C ronin said the updat
ed budget will focus on costs
for one concert instead of di
v iding the budget.
f
“We found that students
don't really respond to
lesser known acts as much,
so we figured, we might as
well bring in one big artist
where they know who tluv
are." C ronin said.
Spotlight
Productions
Vice
President
k.Ulnvn
.Mukahy hopes there will be

BY ASHLYN KORIENEK

Science on Tap
series focuses on
casual academic
discussion

LAKERLIFE a LANTHORN COM

BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LA N THORN. COM

Put together beer and science and
what do you get? Either a hangover or
a newfound interest in primate sex.
Cynthia Thompson, an assistant
professor in the biomedical sci
ences (BMS) department at Grand
Valley State University, led a pre
sentation entitled “Monkey Sex:
Who’s Doing It and Why” Thurs
day, Sept. 8 as part of the GVSUsponsored “Science on Tap” series.
“The laid back and casual at
mosphere is part of the commu
nity-based initiative to where you
(make it) fun for people,” Thomp
son said. “Other than seeming
like work or the arduous task of
going to class, then more people
are likely to partake and enjoy.”
Opened to the greater Grand Rap
ids community, the Science on lap
series is on the second Thursday of
every month at 8 p.m. at the SpeakEZ
Lounge in downtown Grand Rapids.
A knowledgeable expert hosts a
discussion about current scientific
topic - such as Ebola virology, the
measuring of humor, mating habits
in the animal kingdom or how to
make beer - in order to create an
informal setting for individuals to
indulge their academic interests.
“It was sort of like teaching an
undergraduate class except maybe a
little bit funnier in terms of sneak
ing in a bit more jokes,” Ihompson
said. “It was basically about not
hardcore research, but about basic
understandings of how things hap
pen in the wild and how they oper
ate while people drink around you.”
Laura Stroik, an assistant pro
fessor in the BMS department at
GVSU and the co-organizer of the
Science on Tap series, said having
a mixture of the Western Michigan
community attend the series rein
forces the goal of bringing science
to a more approachable forum.
Primarily, she said, the BMS de
partment wants to create a forum
where different types of research or
theories can be discussed by anyone
who wants to share their ideas.
“Science here doesn’t necessar
ily mean hard science,” Stroik said. “It
really is science in a looser science in
terms of the topics that we discuss.”
Melissa Tallman, an assistant
professor in the BMS department
at GVSU and the other co-orga
nizer of Science on Tap, said the
next event in the series is “Empa
thy: What is it Good For?”
Hosted by Heather Tafel, an as
sociate professor of political science
at GVSU, the Oct. 13 event is a way
to discuss the disintegration of em
pathy, how it has contributed to po
litical problems in many countries and
to note if the U.S. is immune to such
problems. The discussion will be held
SEE TAP I A5
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CHANGE: Dan + Shay, an American country duo, perform at Grand Valley State University April 7. In the past, the
homecoming show has featured various famous comedians including Aidy Bryant and Jay Pharoah. GVL I EMILY FRYE
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FACULTY GOVERNANCE

The search is on
Firm hired to host forums for dialogue about new provost search
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

GrandVvii

ly
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NEW LEADER: Provost Gayle Davis speaks at the Holton-Hooker Learning and
Living Center ribbon-cutting ceremony Friday, Aug. 26 GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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Picking a college is a hard decision.
A potential student must weigh the
aspects of cost of attendance, cam
pus culture and area of focus. For
many students, this is also the first
time they will be living away from
home, which brings up the con
cern of campus safety.
In a 2016 study, Grand Rapids
was named the third safest college
town in the U.S. by the SafeWise Re
port. As Grand Valley State Univer
sity is located in the greater Grand
Rapids area, this focus on student
safety is one that hits home for the
Grand Valley Police Department.
“We want to create an alert and
aware campus,” said GVPD Capt.
Brandon DeHaan. “We want to
ensure that our community feels
comfortable and accounted for
when it comes to their safety.”
One way GVPD is working to
achieve this is by following a risk-re
ducing manual that looks at creating
answerable and informed students as
well as a welcoming community envi
ronment that promotes transparency
and responsibility, DeHaan said.
“We want to create a commu
nity where if a student, staff of fac
ulty member notices something,
they report this to us so we can
take action,” DeHaan said.
This method of reporting is en
forced through a set of guidelines that
include: bystander intervention, re
sponsibility for one’s self and responsi
bility for one’s community. These rules
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When Gayle Davis announced her
retirement for July of 2017, the search
was on to find a replacement.
This has proved hard to do, as Da
vis has been the provost and execu
tive vice president for academic and
student affairs at Grand Valley State
University for almost 15 years.
GVSU enlisted the help of Issacson, Miller to help search for the
perfect candidates who would fit in
at the culture of the university.
Issacson, Miller is a “national
executive search firm devoted to
recruiting exceptional leaders for
mission-driven organizations.”
The firm held two open forums
for GVSU faculty and staff Sept. 13
and 14 to voice their opinions on
qualities the new provost should pos
ses and what the firm should look for
when searching for candidates.
The first forum on Sept. 13 was
moderated by Daniel Rodas and
Greg Esposito, vice president and
managing associate for Issacson,
Miller, respectively.
Rodas and Esposito prompted
faculty and staff in attendance to
ask themselves where they would
like to see the university in five
years and what things they would
like to preserve far into the future.
Zachary Kurmas, associate profes
sor ir. the school of computing and
information systems, said he wants to
see the good relationship with the pro
vost’s office continue.
“We’re not unionized, and I rare

ly hear that brought up,” Kurmas
said. “I rarely hear people say ‘boy,
we need stronger representation’
and I think that’s a testament to
the workings we have with the ad
ministration we have at this point. I
would hate to see that change.”
Faculty governance was a com
mon theme among faculty and staff
members at the forum. Many audi
ence members echoed the thoughts
that the commitment Davis had to
shared faculty governance was cru
cial for the next provost to have.
“I serve on the faculty senate and
both the presence of our current
provost at our regular senate meet
ings and her willingness to listen to
us and work collaboratively (are)
vital,” said Jonathan Hodge, GVSU
mathematics professor. “We really
want our students to be successful,
but we also see it in the way we sup
port each other as colleagues and the
way we work together to accomplish
the mission at the university.”
The second forum, also with Ro
das and Esposito guiding the dis
cussion, on Sept. 14 was similar to
the first. Members of the discussion
touched on the importance of how
the new provost would push the
university forward with the everchanging needs of students.
Bart Merkle, former dean of stu
dents and professor in the college of
education, spoke about the culture
of GVSU and his hopes that the next
provost will not only continue the
culture but improve it as well.
SEE PROVOST | A2
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GRAND FAMILY NETWORK
A new organization called the Grand Family Network
will serve as a resource and support system for families
who have students attending Grand Valley State University.
Members of the network will receive monthly newsletters
about campus resources and important topics.
The organization will host a tailgate event in the
Fieldhouse at 5 p.m. Saturday. Sept. 17. There will be a per
formance by the Laker marching band, President Thomas
Haas and his wife Marcia and Louie the Laker will also be
in attendance. To join the Grand Family Network or to pur
chase tickets, visit www.gvsu.edu/family.

additional benefits for the con
cert consolidation.
She said the ticket prices
for the 2017 spring concert
may increase with a more es
tablished artist. For the 2016
concert, tickets were $10 for
GVSU students, $15 for alum
ni and $25 for the public.

Productions
conducted
a survey after last years
event to aid the decision in
booking an artist for 2017.
This spring, a country art
ist was chosen to perform
and the 2015 show featured
hip hop artist Hoodie Allen.
As Spotlight Productions has
yet to announce an act for the
show, Cronin said this deci
sion will reflect the surveys
results and the budget avail

“We are excited for this
change and, based on survey
feedback, are confident that
it is much better aligned with
the student body’s interests,”
Mulcahy said. “Not only this,
but Spotlight has a variety of
events planned for the year
that are sure to keep students
entertained and involved.”
As Cronin said the
spring concert changes
genre each year, Spotlight

able to book an artist.
“We do not have an art
ist or genre chosen yet, we’re
still looking at what’s in our
price range,” he said. “Hope
fully we will come up with
(an artist) that people are re
ally excited about.”
To view the events Spotlight
Productions has planned for
the semester, visit www.gvsu.
edu/studentlife/programming.

ACES - TRUTH, LIES AND CONSEQUENCES
ACES will hold an event Monday, Sept. 19 to educate
students on the effects of drugs and alcohol. The discus
sion will cover the impact addictive substances have on
health, academics and career paths.
The event will begin at 6 p.m. in Room 2270 in the
Kirkhof Center. Students will learn how to make healthier
and more informed choices about using alcohol and
other substances.
Topics covered include: healthier choices around
alcohol, the true amount of a standard drink, legal con
sequences, impacts of illegal drug use on future career
choices and financial aid and warning signs when some
one may have a problem and where to find resources for
help. Contact aces@gvsu.edu for more information.
LEADERSHIP LAB
The Kaufman Interfaith Institution will sponsor the Made
in Michigan: Interfaith Leadership Lab starting Thursday,
Sept. 15. More than 50 students from the Grand Rapids area
will attend the first leadership lab.
Activities include a Jewish shabbat dinner, leadership train
ing and a project with Habitat for Humanity in Kent County.
The event hopes to drive interfaith collaboration and influ
ence more interfaith opportunities and events in the future.
Grand Valley State University has been recognized as
one of the top five institutions focusing on interfaith work.

STUDENT SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
FROM TUESDAY, SEPT. 13
Phi Sigma Pi-Epsilon Psi requested and received $332
for an informational event about the honors fraternity.
The event is Wednesday, Sept. 21 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
Kirkhof Center Room 2266.
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization requested $504
and received $453 for a "Shark Tank" style competition. The
event is Tuesday, Oct. 4th from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the
Seidman College of Business 1008B Forum.
The American Marketing Association requested $1,038
and received $650 for various events and speakers
throughout the semester.
The Latino Student Union requested and received
$3,476 for a Dia De Los Muertos celebration. The event
will take place Friday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center Grand River Room.

FEATURED ARTISTS: Award-winning country duo Dan + Shay perform on stage at Grand Valley State University April 7, 2016. GVSU used
a survey to help finalize their decision in putting on just one concert this year with one well-known artist set to perform. GVL I EMILY FRYE

PROVOST
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Merkle said GVSU has a
“big, small school feel” which is
different than other schools of
similar size.

we have the resources and fa
cilities of a much bigger place.”
Merkle also emphasized the
important of collaboration and
intentionality of good decision
making between the new pro
vost and faculty and staff.
“I think the new provost has

“That’s part of why our un
dergraduates come here, be
cause we have a focus on teach
ing and we have a tremendous
faculty that provide the kind of
experience that a student could
get at some of the finest small
private colleges,” he said. “(Yet)

to bring intentionality to build
on what we do really well,”
Merkle said. “Were a place that
values teaching, we value schol
arship, we value our students
and I hope that the new provost
comes in (and) really tries to
understand all of that .”

TRAVEL FUNDS
Otaku no Anime requested and received $732 to pay for
their trip to the Youmacon convention in Detroit.
The Public Relations Student Society of America re
quested $2,000 and received $1,860 to attend the Public
Relations Student Society of America.
PROMOTIONAL FUNDS
The pre-med club requested and received $100 for
promotional posters for the flu vaccine clinic that will be
put on by the Family Health Center, the Kirkhof College
of Nursing and the pre-med club.
UPCOMING FUNDING BOARD MEETINGS
Appropriations funding board: Tuesday, Sept. 20 from 4
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 2201
SEARCHING: Provost and Executive Vice President of academic and student affairs Gayle Davis speaks at the opening of the Holton-Hooker Living and Learning Center. Davis is set to retire in July 2017 and GVSU has started the search to find a successor. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

Cultural funding board. Monday, Sept. 26 from 1 p.m. to 2
p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 1142
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ACTIVISM

‘It’S on Us’ campaign educates
students about sexual health
BY EMILY DORAN
EDORAN@LANTHORN.COM

Given the recent reports of
sexual assault near campus
that marked the start of the
academic year, Grand Valley
State University students have
already been confronted with
the harsh reality that GVSU is
not immune from college sex
ual assault, a systemic problem
across the U.S. What some stu
dents may not know, however,
is what to do with this informa
tion once they’ve learned it.
To address this issue and
many others, GVSU’s chapter
of the national “It’s on Us” cam
paign provides plenty of oppor
tunities and events for students
to learn more about sexual as
sault and gain the skills neces
sary to identify and intervene
in situations where sexual as
sault could occur.
Students will have the op
portunity to sign the “It’s on
Us” pledge Tuesday, Sept. 20,
making a personal commit

ment to promote peer educa
tion and to be active bystanders
in situations of sexual assault.
The pledge drive will take place
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Cook Carillon Tower, where
students will be able to meet
members of GVSU’s local cam
paign, take photos and receive
various giveaways.
Ashley
Schulte,
vic
tim advocate at the GVSU
Women’s Center, hopes to
see a large turnout at the
pledge drive this year.
“We have about 100 stu
dents that took the pledge
last year,” she said. “We’d like
to see that number rise.”
On Sept. 21, there will
also be bystander interven
tion training geared toward
first-year students.
“We know the first six
weeks (of the semester),
especially for first-year stu
dents, is a time when they
are at extreme risk,” Schulte
said. “So, what do we do to
mitigate that? Instead of

putting out safety warnings,
we’re trying to hit them first
with (education).”
At the bystander inter
vention training, students
will learn how to assess and
handle various situations that
could range from hearing
someone make a sexist com
ment to witnessing someone
commit a sexual assault.
This focus on bystander
intervention is reflective of the
campaign’s philosophy and
technique in general. While
traditional recommendations
for preventing sexual assault
have focused on the actions
or inactions of the potential
victim, “It’s on Us” takes the
stance that responsibility is
embedded in the community.
“This issue affects all stu
dents, regardless of age, race
(or) sexuality,” said Malayna
Hasmanis, student senate
vice president for educa
tional affairs. “It’s on us, as
people, to make sure that
everyone’s safety is being

PROMISE: Members of GVSU's student senate share their pledges. Pictured (top): Greg Ziegenfelder,
Aminah Muhammed, (bottom): Brandon Fitzgerald, Amela Mandzukic. COURTESY | malayna hasmanis

maintained and respected.”
Tied closely to this con
cept of collective responsibil
ity is the issue of collective
awareness and discussion.
“For the first time I’d ever
seen, rape culture was being
talked about in general me
dia this summer,” Schulte said.
“People are starting to recog

nize this as a bigger problem
that we’re no longer OK with.
I think that’s something (the)
campaign does well—it lets you
be upset with the status quo.”
Hasmanis agrees people
are just recently starting to
de-stigmatize
discussing
sexual assault.
“Five, six years ago, we

GVPD

PEW CAMPUS
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NATIONAL LEADERS: Participants of a previous Midwest Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research Center (MIPERC) conference.

Ttys year, MIPERC will be hosted at GVSU’s downtown Pew Campus at the DeVos Center from Sept. 22-23
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MIPERC conference to be held at DeVos Center
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@L A N THORN. COM

The Midwest Interprofes
sional Practice, Education and
Research Center will host its
ninttf conference in the DeVos
(Center oh Grand Valley State
University’s downtown cam
pus. TTie conference, held Sept.
22-23, will be about “the role
of interprofessional teams in
health care delivery.
Speakers and presenta
tions on the conference floor
will show how students from
different disciplines can learn
from each other and commu
nicate more effectively to pro
vide more safe care for their
patients. The topic of the an
nual conference is decided by
a MIPERC steering committee.
Last year’s topic was “strategies
for the application of successful
models and practices.”
. Four speakers will be pre
senting at the conference:
Nancy Schlichting from Henry
Ford Health Systems, Stephen
Schoenbaum from the Josiah
Macy Jr. Foundation, Barbara

Brandt, the director of the Na
tional Center for Interprofes
sional Practice and Education
at the University of Minnesota
and Gerri Lamb, chair of the
American
Interprofessional
Health Collaborative.
GVSU’s vice provost for
health Jean Nagelkerk, will be
attending the conference and
will be addressing the confer
ence on the second day, adding
what the MIPERC has accom
plished over the year, inviting
people to participate in one of
the Champion Workgroups of
fered by the MIPERC.
Before the conference be
gins, a pre-conference will be
held in the Seidman Center,
which Nagelkerk describes as
being a “hands-on” experience.
Participants will work at tables
and break off into different
groups to talk about different
ways interprofessional educa
tion can benefit people.
Students get in free to the
conference, not just GVSU
students, but students from
all over Michigan.
“We think it’s really impor
tant that (students) can talk to

these national leaders and look
at some of the regional presen
tations,” Nagelkerk said.
At least two GVSU profes
sors are planning on bring
ing their classes to part of the
conference. Participants of
the conference can be very di
verse, Nagelkerk said. Admin
istrators, clinicians, physicians,
nurse practitioners, students,
faculty and staff from univer
sities all over Michigan, and
some outside of Michigan,
will be attending. The relative
amount of attendees expected
ranges between 200 and 250.
The conference is spon
sored by six health organiza
tions. GVSU, Michigan State
University, Ferris State Uni
versity and Central Michi
gan University are four of
them. Over 30 organizations
are represented by some of
the participants.
Nagelkerk said she often
gets phone calls following MI
PERC conferences about how
participants have benefited
from attending the conference.
“Were always thrilled when
we hear the stories after people

have attended on the improve
ments they’ve made, or some
thing that they’ve implement
ed, and it made a difference,
either in education or practice,”
Nagelkerk said.
Diane Dykstra serves as
a project coordinator for the
office of the vice provost for
health and has been planning
the MIPERC conferences ev
ery year. She plans the logis
tics of the event, including
working with the speakers
and presenters to make sure
they are in the right place at
the right time, she said.
Dykstra wouldn’t comment
on how much exactly is being
spent on the conference other
than to say all expenses for the
conference will be covered.
“We’re just happy that
the costs are covered by the
registration fees and the
generous sponsorships that
we get,” Dykstra said.
Registration for the con
ference is open online to any
one. The topic of next year’s
conference will be “virtual
health and telemedicine.”

suggest members of the
GVSU community are
alert and aware — paying
close attention to the things
around them — and making
intelligent decisions that do
not harm the overall well
being of the campus.
“We want students to rec
ognize all that goes into safe
ty and security measures for
everyone,” DeHaan said. “We
do our best to be very pres
ent on campus and we want
to inform the community of
our commitment to them, as
well as their responsibility as
part of our community.”
In light of the recent cam
pus safety alerts sent out to the
GVSU community, GVPD is
aware and conscious of the
fact that things are not per
fect. It is hoped that through
collaboration and coopera
tion the GVSU community
can come together to create
a safe campus that does not
tolerate this sort of behavior,
DeHaan said.
In an email sent out by
Dean of Students Eileen Sul

never would have talked
about this,” she said.
In addition to the pledge
drive and bystander train
ing, “It’s on Us” will be host
ing various other events
throughout the semester.
For more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/itsonus.

livan at the beginning of the
academic year, Sullivan said
“we are asking you to unite
with us in our efforts to ad
dress the issue of sexual vio
lence, and we encourage you
to be active bystanders.”
As part of this idea, the
university takes part in the
national “It’s On Us” cam
paign that looks at taking an
active role in stopping sexual
violence on college campuses.
Students, staff and faculty
members interested in find
ing out more about the cam
paign and what it means to be
an active bystander can visit
www.gvsu.edu/itsonus.
For now, GVPD hopes to
continue to keep standards
high for the department and
provide creative and neces
sary trainings, for officers .at
the university, DeHaan said.
“Community . members
need to be aware that in
appropriate actions affect
the entire community,” De
Haan said. “We are working
to ensure that students at
GVSU have a safe commu
nity where they have all the
resources they need to have
their questions answered
and their needs met.”

WEST MICHIGAN: Residents and tourists look at exhibits around
Grand Rapids for the annual ArtPrize event. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
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By Taylor Scholtens

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

A smarter
Spotlight
Consolidated concerts
will serve Lakers well
ne unique factor
| about Grand Val
ley State University
is its sense of com
munity. Rather than having
separate departments and
functions, we prefer to work
in a collaborative way, an idea
that is very different from the
majority of public universi
ties. Though most of the ex
amples that come to mind
regarding cooperation are
business related, this idea of
community partnership can
also be applied to extracur
ricular opportunities.
This year, Spotlight Pro
ductions has decided to com
bine its financial resources to
present one big-name artist
to the university, replacing
the previously semiannual
concert. The Lanthom com
mends the members of Spot
light Productions for this idea
and thinks this is a great use
of somewhat limited resourc
es. A larger, well-known art
ist will attract many students
and will also draw in the sur
rounding community.
Although some students
may see this as a disappoint
ment because they’re losing a
homecoming show, there are
some significant benefits to
changing up the yearly event
schedule.
Large-scale events like this
will make our campus a more
desirable and attractive cam
pus. Being seen as a venue for
popular music and events is
another thing we can add to
the large repertoire of GVSU’s
capabilities. Students from
other campuses might find
something to enjoy about
GVSU, as well.
Additionally, this is great
experience for students in
volved with the concert plan
ning process. Being able to
add working with a large
celebrity event to a resume is
a great opportunity for any
GVSU student. This also al

O

lows for another example of
community engagement. For
safety reasons, this brings
campus security into the mix
as well as extra planning on
Spotlight Productions behalf.
Having a big headliner
will, ultimately, draw in a
large majority of the campus
community. On the finan
cial side of things, this can
be a huge benefit for GVSU.
If not only students contrib
ute money for discounted
tickets, but interested com
munity members also pay for
entrance, this creates a selfsufficient profit for Spotlight
Productions without having
to dip into additional funding
from the university.
By becoming more in
volved with events and sup
porting student-run pro
grams, organizations such
as Spotlight Productions
can continue to create ex
periences that make being a
Laker memorable. Traditions
such as the annual concert at
GVSU have become a staple
for students and community
members, we would like to
think that this larger-scale
performance will bring more
students together to simply
have a good time outside the
stresses of the classroom.
While it was originally
an unfortunate moment for
Spotlight Productions when
its event budget was slashed
by $10,000, the members of
the student organization have
made smart decisions in how
to best serve the Laker com
munity with their remaining
resources.
Though the artist has
yet to be announced for the
spring concert, the Lanthom
is hopeful the smart deci
sion made by Spotlight Pro
ductions to consolidate the
concerts into one big event
is indicative of good decision
making that will bring a big
hit to GVSU this spring.
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Laker Life editor

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

Going outside the classroom
Professors should be used as resources for success

BY CLAIRE FISHER
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

Professors. We love their corny
jokes and we hate when they
keep us late after class. We
attend their classes sometimes
and pray they don’t give us
quizzes on last night’s reading.

We contact them to ask about
grades and due dates and to
triple check how many words
that final paper needs to be.
But in order to make the
most of our time in college, we
need to move beyond merely
contacting them about assign
ments. Professors are valuable
resources and we should be
talking with them about their
experiences, mining them for
feedback and having actual
conversations with them.
Professors have experi
ence not only in the world of
our chosen career paths, but
also in the real adult world.
“Adulting” is a struggle for
all of us. Trying to apply to
grad schools, sign up for

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn's
YourSpace page by emailing
community(3)lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

doing and will have valuable
and interesting opinions.
Don’t be afraid to ask a pro
fessor’s opinion on work you’ve
done. Even if you didn’t get a D
on that paper, it’s always ben
eficial to ask a professor what
you’ve done well and what
you could have improved on.
Spend time taking advantage
of their knowledge and experi
ence. Chances are, they’ll have
read more papers than you and
have a really good idea of how
it could be done better or what
you could research in the fu
ture that would be interesting.

internships, or even cook on
our own. These are things
our professors have had
experience with and could
give advice on. Don’t just
e-mail your professors to ask
about the textbook. Take it
a step further and ask them
what they know about that
company you’re applying to
intern at over the summer.
Professors are scary. And
depending on the professor,
they can be a little straitlaced
and perhaps a little boring.
But when it comes to the work
you’re doing, to the work you
want to continue to do for the
rest of your career, their opin
ion matters. They’ve spent their
lives studying the work you’re

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

More than a
lack of dialogue
I would argue, however,
that the dialogue between
Rabbi Donniel Hartman
and Imam Abdullah Antepli
frames the issues in ways that
contribute to a misunder
standing of what’s at stake
and therefore to the perpetu
ation of the problem.
And what’s at stake in
this situation is not princi
pally a lack of dialogue be
tween adherents of different
faiths, or a lack of dialogue
between Israelis and Pal
estinians, but the fact that
Israel subjects the Palestin
ians to discrimination on
ethnic grounds within Israel
proper, to harsh, undemo
cratic rule in the occupied
West Bank, and to military
assaults and an ongoing
economic siege in Gaza.
What’s also at the core
of this unequal conflict is
that Israel has never allowed
Palestinian refugees to
return to their homes and
that it continues to colonize
the little land that remains in
Palestinian hands, a process
that began with the conquest
and colonization of Pales
tine in 1947-48 and that
continues unabated to this
day, as the manifesto of the
Movement for Black Lives

BY DAVID ALVAREZ
ENGLISH PROFESSOR

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
AUDRA GAMBLE
HANNAH LENTZ
JESS HODGE
BEAU TROUTMAN
KATE BRANUM
ASHLYN KORIENEK

editorial@lanthorn.com

ALVAREZD@GVSU. EDU

Editors note: This letter
to the editor is in response to
the “Trying to reach common
ground,” article published in
the Monday, Sept. 12 issue of
the Grand Valley Lanthom.

Kudos to the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute and to
the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies for host
ing an event on one of the
major political issues of our
time. It’s good for people of
good faith to grapple with
solutions to situations that
are harmful to peaceful co
existence between human
beings, especially when such
situations cost lives.

Israeli-Palestinian
conflict needs power
equity, not discussion
has pointed out.
As the history of colonial
ism and anti-colonialism
shows, it’s impossible for a
genuine dialogue between
colonizers and the colonized
to take place, for the simple
reason that the latter live
under oppressive conditions
imposed on them by the for
mer. Until this simple fact is
recognized and acted upon,
any dialogue that avoids
the core issues effectively
amounts to a distraction, as
dissident journalists Gideon
Levy and Amira Hass have
tirelessly argued in the pages
of the Israeli daily newspaper
Haaretz and as Israeli peace
activist Amos Gvirtz ex
plained at Grand Valley State
University last year.
As it happens, GVSU
and the wider West Michi
gan community will soon
have a chance to hear a
perspective akin to those of
Levy, Hass and Gvirtz. On
Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m.,
Healing Children of Con
flict and Calvin College’s
Middle East Club will host
Mads Gilbert, a Norwegian
surgeon who twice risked
his life by working along
side his Palestinian col
leagues to tend to the many

civilians harmed by Israel’s
2008-09 and 2014 invasions
of the Gaza Strip. According
to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Pal
estine Refugees in the Near
East, nearly 75 percent of
whose population are refu
gees from the 1947-1948
war or their descendants.
Gilbert will describe
the traumas that Palestin
ians in Gaza endured on
both occasions, such as the
deaths of over 500 children
in 2014. He will also explain
that when unarmed civilians
are being attacked by an
overwhelmingly powerful
adversary, and when their
neighborhoods, orchards,
schools, kindergartens,
mosques, churches and even
hospitals are being destroyed
by bombs, what they urgent
ly need is not principally a
dialogue with their attackers
over matters of faith.
What they need is solidar
ity and an end to discrimi
nation and colonial rule. In
the long run, only an end to
these blights can ensure the
peaceful coexistence between
Palestinians and Israelis of
which Rabbi Hartman says
he dreams.

VALLEY VOTE

THIS ISSUE'S QUESTION

VALLEY QUOTE

Do you think GVSU has enough
opportunities for people to speak
about controversial topics?

What kind of music would
you like to see perform at
a GVSU concert?

“Either write something
worth reading or do
something worth writing.”

Yes
No
I Don’t Know

LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com

44%
33%
23%

-Benjamin Franklin

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
WHAT BAND WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE COME AND PERFORM AT A GVSU CONCERT?

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

CAROLINA REIS

DAN BROWN

"I would want any country artist to perform, it's
my favorite genre."

"I don't know any current bands, so I guess
Ghost."

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Cell and molecular biology
HOMETOWN: Austin. Texas

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Communications
HOMETOWN: Traverse City, Michigan

FAITH FLEMING

SAM MASON

"Twenty One Pilots, they're my favorite band."

"Definitely Five Seconds of Summer, for sure.”

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Communications
HOMETOWN: Eastpotnte. Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Undecided
HOMETOWN: CoopersvtUe. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL® LANTHORN.COM
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Making
progress for
women in
science
Organization opens new
West Michigan branch
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
SSL AUGHTER(a)L ANTHORN.COM

After a long wait, West Mich
igan is now home to its own
chapter of the Association of
Women in Science (AWIS).
Ihis change is nothing short
of a victory for those who
have worked for a year and a
half to create a chapter of this
national organization.
I he efforts used to bring
an AWIS chapter to West
Michigan were inter-insti
tutional, with the majority
of help coming from Grand
Valley State University, the
Van Andel Institute and
Hope College. Each of these
institutions contributed to
making the steps that were
necessary in becoming a
fully functioning chapter
including being an affiliate
group for a year, having 20
members at the national level
and also being able to show
evidence that they were ben
efiting the community.
Throughout the year and
a half it took to secure an of

ficial status, around 20 faculty
members met regularly to ad
vance the chapters progress.
As an official chapter,
AWIS-WM hopes to continue
to benefit the community. The
national organization states
that AWIS “is the largest multi
disciplinary organization for
women in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM). AWIS is involved in
advocacy, research, and pro
fessional development and is
dedicated to driving excellence
in STEM.” These are some of
the ideals the West Michigan
chapter wishes to uphold.
Karen Gipson, president of
the inaugural governing board
and GVSU professor, said “the
strategic plan of AWIS-WM is
focused on networking, edu
cation and service.”
Ultimately, the group wish
es to equal the playing field in
STEM careers for women.
“Although there have been
improvements in some of the
disciplines, women continue
to be underrepresented in
the STEM workforce,” said

EQUAL PLAYING FIELD: Karen Gipson speaks at Grand Valley State University’s annual convocation ceremony Friday, Aug. 26. Gipson is
the president of the West Michigan chapter of the Association of Women in Science (AWIS), a new addition to the area. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

Shaily Menon, associate dean
of GVSU s College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences. “Women
constitute half of the total
college-educated workforce
in the U.S., but make up only
29 percent of the science and
engineering workforce.”
The underrepresentation of
women in STEM fields exists at
GVSU also. For example, Gip
son is one of four women who
work in the physics department
out of 30 total faculty members.
“Those that have a career
in a STEM discipline face
barriers such as gender ste

reotyping, gender bias, lack of
flexibility and importantly a
lack of female mentors,” said
Martina Reinhold, AWIS rep
resentative for the College of
Health Professions at GVSU.
From Sept. 13-14, AWISWM hosted their first offi
cial event, “Achieving Success
Through Implementation of
Effective Mentoring Strategies.”
“(The event) will be a
professional
opportunity
and a chance to network,”
Gipson said. This first event
is only one of many things
that the AWIS chapter

For new college students, figur
ing out how to transition from
high school to a university can
quickly get overwhelming. One
program at Grand Valley State
University is there to help, es
pecially for first-generation
students. These students, who
are the first in their families to
attend college, can often have a
more difficult time adjusting to
the college environment.
TRIO Teacher Prepara
tion Student Support Services
(TTPSSS) helps first-genera
tion, low-income students and
students with disabilities who
are education majors succeed
at GVSU.
The program offers a va
riety of services to eligible
students. Some services in
clude success seminars, peer
mentoring, financial literacy
training, tutoring services
and cultural education expe
riences, as well as preparation

o' - ■

Have a story idea or
feedback for our editors?

Program helps first-generation
students acclimate to college
BY KYLE BINDAS

the contributions and im
portance that women have
in the STEM professions
provides me with a built-in
support group,” she said.
The support provided by
this new organization will ide
ally increase the amount of op
portunities for women looking
to pursue fields in science.
The new AWIS-WM
chapter is actively accept
ing members. For more in
formation, visit www.awis.
org/group/westmichigan.
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hopes to initiate. The chap
ter also wants to reach out
and improve the develop
ment of science in younger
children, both women, men
and non-binary, through a
K-12 outreach program.
The creation of another
science based resource is ben
eficial not only to younger
children and college aged stu
dents, but also to working pro
fessionals such as Joy Wash
burn, a registered nurse and
assistant professor at GVSU.
“For me, being part of a
larger group that recognizes

classes for the tests required
to student teach in Michigan.
TTPSSS is part of TRIO,
a federally-funded program
designed to help first-gener
ation, underprivileged and
disabled individuals succeed
in school. Other TRIO pro
grams offered at GVSU in
clude TRIO Student Support
Services Traditional, McNair
Scholars, Upward Bound and
Educational Talent Search.
This is the first year
TTPSSS has been on GVSU s
campus, and so far its servic
es have been well-utilized.
“I would say that were see
ing success. Were seeing stu
dents using our services, were
seeing students come in and
ask us questions,” said Kaelee
Steffens, program adviser
for TTPSSS. “We’re going to
events on campus and meeting
new people. Overall I think its
definitely been a success.”
Students have also been
taken on volunteer trips and
cultural enrichment trips,
such as a visit to the Charles

H. Wright African Ameri
can Museum in Detroit.
“These are trips that they
will be able to embed into
their classroom,” said Aliya
Armstrong, program director
for TTPSSS. “Maybe these are
places that they will take their
future students, but its cer
tainly enriching experiences
that will help them have these
discussions and make them
diverse educators and enrich
their diversity background.”
TTPSSS helps first-genera
tion students by giving them
advice and guidance about
the challenges of college that
their family may not be able
to give them. Kayla Kaminski,
a GVSU senior and member
of TTPSSS, said going to col
lege as a first-generation stu
dent is similar to being lost
because their parents don’t
have any guiding experiences
from their own college days.
“It’s tough and you don’t re
ally put it into prospective un
til you get into a program like
this,” Kaminski said. “It’s a hard

decision to make to stay in col
lege, because it is not easy. So
I think that they’ve definitely
made it clear to me that I can
do it. It really does help, (the)
constant encouragement.”
“You open yourself up to all
of these new, great people that
want to support you because
you’re going through the same
thing,” Steffens said. “TRIO be
comes a family for you.”
Plans for the program’s fu
ture include integrating study
abroad into the program and
expanding the enrollment of
the program and of the educa
tion major, Armstrong said.
“Don’t be afraid to try it.
It’s an amazing program, and
I just think that everyone who
qualifies should be a part of
it,” she said. “I wish I would
have taken more advantage
of similar type opportunities
when I had the chance.”
TTPSSS will be hosting an
open house Monday, Oct 17
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the
University Club in the DeVos
Center for interested students.

Come visit the Lanthorn
during our office hours
every Wednesday from
10 a.m. - noon in 0051
Kirkhof Center

FRUIT RIDGE HAYRIDES
- Horse Drawn Hayrides
- U-Pick Pumpkins & Apples
- Let Freedom Ring Corn Maze
- Interactive Smartphone Games
- Home Made Donuts & Cider
- Great for Large Groups & Parties!

www.fruitridgehayrides.com

MeadowsCrossing
apartments I -the ri.w to /-■<• Fully furnished apartments
bedroom & bath •Across the street from GVSU

!
THE GVSU TRANSITION: Members of the TTPSSS group pose for a picture in the library. TTPSSS helps
the transition from high school to college for first-generation students. COURTESY I kaelee Steffens
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at 8 p.m. in the SpeakEZ
Lounge.
The event, she also said,
is the way to showcase how
hard political and social sci
entists work in collecting
data and doing hard analyses.
“It seemed topical to
have something more like
a political science person

talk since the elections are
coming up,” Tallman said.
“It’s not going to be a par
tisan talk, it’s really more
of the process and the way
people think and the way
they vote.”
As the series continues
throughout the academic
year, the series lecturers
will aim to contribute to a
more informed community
within Grand Rapids.

“The kind of variety that
Science on Tap’s had is one
of its strong suits because
it’s not like you’re walking
into a lecture hall or seeing a
professor on a Grand Valley
campus to talk,” Stroik said.
“It is starting to become a
community event."
GO TO:
http://blt.ly/2cGeP9u
FOR MORS INFORMATION
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Office Hours:
Mon-Fri: 10 am - 6 pm
Sat & Sun: 12 pm - 4 pm

Schedule your tour today!
616.892.2700
www.meadowscrossing.net
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WORLD MARROW DONOR DAY REGISTRATION
For those interested in donating bone marrow,
the Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation will host a
registration drive with the goal to increase marrow
donations nation and campus-wide.
To save a life, the registration takes up to five
minutes and requires a quick test of health to ensure
patient safety.
The drive will take place in the Grand Valley State
University Kirkhof Center Saturday. Sept. 17 from noon
to 4 p.m. The registration can also be completed online
at www.giftoflife.org. The donation process requires a
cheek swab test to be completed beforehand, and test
kits can be ordered online at the Gift of Life website.
‘METAPHORS WE DIE BY’ LECTURE AT GV
Speaker John Lynne from the University of
Pittsburgh, will present a lecture at Grand Valley
State University focused on metaphors and the
meanings they carry throughout life. This language
centered event will dive into communication from
both an academic and public perspective.
The event is sponsored by the School of
Communications, philosophy department, the cell and
molecular biology department and the Office of the
Provost for Health. The lecture will take place Monday,
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in the DeVos Center.

CAREERS: The Future Alumni Association commission holds events surrounding each profession at GVSU, as students can meet experi

enced professionals. The first “Five Under 35” event will occur Tuesday, Sept. 21 located at the Alumni House. COURTESY I KELSEY KEIPERT

Alumni event opens discussion
on health care professionals
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT-MOSLEY
SELUOTT-MOSLEY(g)LANTHORN.COM

SURPLUS STORE TO HOLD ‘BACK TO CLASS’ SALE
With sustainability in mind and a goal to generate
affordable prices on items used by Grand Valley State
University, the GVSU Surplus Store will hold open hours
Wednesday, Sept. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The store is
open to students, faculty, staff and the general public.
Stop by the "Back to Class” sale and shop for
electronics, furniture and other lightly used office
supplies at a reduced cost.
The entrance is located at 140 Front St. SW across
the from the Bicycle Factory and near the Seidman
College of Business. Customers can purchase items
online anytime, and pick up the package in-store at a
scheduled time.
FARMERS’ MARKET OFFERS FREE BIKE TUNE-UPS
For students in need of bike repairs for a small
price, the Bike Shop will host a bike tune up event at
the Grand Valley State University’s farmers’ market in
parking lot G Wednesday, Sept 21.
The tune-ups will begin at 11:30 a.m. until 1:30
p.m., as students can drop off their bikes free of
charge for repairs.
In addition, the GVSU farmers’ market will be open
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., as local food vendors will
sell fresh and wholesome foods to students, faculty,
staff and the public.
The farmers’ market will be open Saturday, Sept
17 as well during GVSU’s Family Day festivities. The
market plans to hold hours every Wednesday until
the end of October.

Students and alumni at
Grand Valley State University
will gather for an open panel
featuring health care profes
sionals at the Future Alumni
Associations (FAA) upcom
ing Five Under 35 event.
The event will take place
at the Alumni House Tues
day, Sept. 27 at 6 p.m.
This panel discussion will
be the first of its kind this year,
with more “Under 35” events
to follow. In addition, each se
mester will focus on a different
field of study at GVSU.
This semesters event will
feature five GVSU graduates
under the age of 35, includ
ing: Krystine Nobel, Marga
ret Normandin, Justin Gray,
Courtney Cave and Brett Cain.
Whether attendees are
freshmen recently embarking
on their college experience or
are seniors approaching the
end, students will have the op
portunity to ask questions.
Although this event has a busi
ness casual dress recommenda

tion, the conversation will be
casual and open for discussion.
In addition, students will be
given the opportunity to have
professional head shots taken.
Finally, the event will feature a
raffle for attendees to enter and
win prizes such as a stethoscope
or items from the bookstore.
Kelsey Keipert, president of
the Future Alumni Association,
is looking forward to this can
did discussion among students
interested in health care and
GVSU alumni in the field.
The alumni will be able
to give First-hand knowl
edge to students about ap
plying the knowledge and
skills they learned at GVSU
to the real world.
“They’re relevant to stu
dents, because they just went to
Grand ValleyT Keipert said.
The FAA is the only student
chapter of the GVSU’s Alumni
Association. The goal of the
organization is to connect stu
dents to alumni, provide space
for networking events and fa
cilitate a mentorship program.
All GVSU students are au
tomatically members of this
organization, but can choose to

become more involved.
There are two levels of in
volvement within the organi
zation, one is what the FAA
calls “open membership,” for
anyone who wants to be in
volved with no commitment.
These members will receive
emails and notifications, but
can choose which events they
want to attend.
Additionally, there is the
choice of becoming a “commit
tee member.” These members
are expected to attend meet
ings, join a committee and help
plan events. A benefit to be
coming more involved, Keipert
said, is the committee members
have mentors, which can be
very helpful in developing their
professional pathway.
Membership and events
within the FAA help students
build a bridge from their col
lege life to their professional
life ahead. Students can obtain
internships, which have led to
jobs offers through connec
tions made via the association.
“It’s great for professional
development,” Keipert said.
“It’s also great way to get in
volved and give back to cam

pus, because you help plan
events for other students.”
“Maybe you just start as
a general member, but FAA
can open so many doors,”
said Caroline Miller, the
marketing and communica
tions officer for the FAA.
FAA was the first and only
organization Miller joined,
initially as a freshman, but
now she is connected to and
involved with various organiza
tions around campus.
Miller sees the Five Under
35 event as yet another door
opening and networking op
portunity for students.
“It brings in alumni in
volved with different aspects
within the Grand Rapids com
munity further than Grand
Valley,” Miller said. “It gives stu
dents a real world perspective.”
The FAA will be hosting
other events and opportunities
to network such as the annual
Dinner with Seven Lakers and
GVS(You) in the winter.
To find out more informa
tion on the organization, the up
coming events or how to get in
volved, visit www.gvsu.edu/faa.
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Fighting against addiction
Families Against Narcotics show ways to educate about opiate addictions
BY SANDA VAZGEC
ASSISTANTNEWStgiLANTHORN.COM

There is a stereotype sur
rounding what a heroin addict
may look like or what their up
bringing was. But the reality is
opiate addiction takes anyone
as its prey with no discrimina
tion whatsoever.
This was the guiding topic
in the Families Against Nar
cotics (FAN) drug talk pre
sented at Grand Valley State
University Tuesday, Sept. 13.
The keynote speaker, Phil
Pavona, shared his personal
journey of dealing with his son’s
heroin addiction and empha
sized the holes he found in the
judicial and treatment systems.
Pavona’s son Eric gradu
ated from Okemos High
School and went on to at
tend college. While Pavona
was proud of his son, he was

completely unaware Eric was
developing an addiction to
heroin whilst away at school.
It wasn’t until his son was
arrested for possession of nar
cotics that Pavona realized the
gravity of the situation. His son
had dropped his classes and
collected the tuition refund
money to spend on drugs.
Pavona worked in health
care for over 30 years and was
confident that he could use his
connections to help his son
go through treatment, but not
even his avenues to resources
could help them through what
he calls a fractured system.
His son had many bouts in
and out of jail for possession,
he attended 12-step meetings
and counseling, but nothing
was working. Pavona said the
judicial system would only
follow their correctional pro
cedures instead of helping the

family find treatment.
“We had to take an eye off
of treating his disease in or
der to fight the court,” Pavo
na said. “Instead of spending
time supporting our son’s
illness, we were fighting to
keep him out of jail.”
After battling with addic
tion for a few years, Pavona’s
son eventually succumbed to
his disease and died in 2011.
While receiving condolence
phone calls Pavona realized
there were dozens of people af
fected by heroin addiction.
He then decided to make
it his mission to help edu
cate families on how to help
and support loved ones deal
ing with substance abuse and
abolish the stigma that sur
rounds heroin addiction.
He started the Okemos/
Ingham County chapter of
FAN, an organization dedi

cated to saving lives while
empowering individuals and
communities to prevent and
eradicate addiction.
“We lost the battle, I
don’t want to lose the war,”
Pavona said.
He also went on to talk
about the leading factors and
causes of opiate addiction
citing the prolonged use of
prescription painkillers to be
the main gateway.
Pavona is now a trained
family peer recovery coach
and stresses the importance
of understanding how at-risk
young adults and college stu
dents are to addiction.
He said those in the drug
trafficking business target col
lege students because they are
away from their home sup
port systems and have many
influences around them.
Attendees of the event

ADVICE: Keynote speaker Phil Pavona talks about the dangers of
narcotics at the Families Against Naroctics event. GVL | emily FRYE

were open to ask questions
and Pavona was available af
ter the event to personally
provide more information.
“It was really informa

tional and relatable,” said Brianna Hendee, GVSU student.
“When a speaker shares a per
sonal story like that it really
makes an impact on you.”
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MARTAYVEUS CARTER
NAMED GLIAC OFFENSIVE
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Martayveus Carter, the sopho
more starting running back on
the Grand Valley State football
team, earned GLIAC Offensive
Player of the Week for his perfor
mance against Lake Erie. Carter
finished the game with 144 rush
ing yards and three touchdowns.
Carter did all of his damage
in the first half. On the first play
of the game, Carter broke off a
79-yard touchdown run. On the
same run, Carter became the
35th player in GVSU history to
record 1,000 rushing yards as a
part of the Lakers.
In only 18 carries on the year.
Carter has accumulated 201 rush
ing yards with three touchdowns.
His yards per carry rate is at 11.2
yards. Furthermore, Carter has
only played in four of the eight
quarters so far this year.
BROWER EARNS GLIAC
NORTH DIVISION PLAYER
OF THE WEEK
After a 4-0 weekend at the
Vulcan Invitational in California,
Pennsylvania for the Grand
Valley State women’s volleyball
team, sophomore Staci Brower
was named GLIAC North Division
Player of the Week. Brower ac
cumulated 59 kills and 16 blocks
throughout the four games of
the weekend.
Brower, along with Katie
Olson and Jayci Suseland, was
named to the Vulcan Invitational
All-Tournament Team. She led
the team in kills and blocks while
posting a .495 hitting average.
The former GLIAC Freshman
of the Year ranks in the top five
in most defensive categories in
the GLIAC. Brower ranks first in
total (37) and solo blocks (11),
second in blocks per game (1.23)
and block assists (26) and fifth in
the league in total points (114).
This is Brower’s second player
of the week award. She won the
award last season as a freshman
Sept. 28, 2015.
GV FOOTBALL MOVES TO
NO. 2 RANKING IN AFCA
FOOTBALL COACHES’ POLL
After a 55-7 drubbing of
Lake Erie, the Grand Valley
State football team bumped up
to the No. 2 spot in the AFCA
Football Coaches’ Top 25. The
Lakers were previously behind
Northwest Missouri State and
West Georgia for the third spot.
GVSU has outscored its op
ponents 100-14 in the first two
games of the season. While
Northwest Missouri received all
of the first place votes and 750
points, the Lakers received 690
points, one more than West
Georgia.

RELEASE: GVSU wide receiver Urston Smith bursts off the line in warm-ups before the Lakers’ game versus Lake Erie Sept. 10. Smith, a junior, is having a breakout sea
son thus far, and has emerged as the Lakers' top deep threat. Bart Williams and Smith have connected on four passes of 20 yards or more this season. GVL I EMILY FRYE

Lethal weapons
Quarterback Bart Williams, receiver Urston
Smith form dangerous deep threat combo
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

The first drive of the
GVSU season ended with
a punt—a 10-play, 21-yard
misadventure.
The next drive, facing a
second down with eight years
to go from near midfield,
quarterback Bart Williams
faked the run, looked down
field and what happened next
figures to be a frequent occur
rence in the 2016 season.
Williams to receiver
Urston Smith. 43 yards.
Touchdown, Lakers.
“To have (the big play)
show up on Thursday night,
it was really relieving, espe
cially the first touchdown
of the season, fireworks,
Lubbers going crazy, it was
awesome,” Williams said.

Smith has proven himself
early this season as the top
deep threat in a strong Lak
ers’ receiving corps. Williams
and Smith have connected
on four passes of 20 yards or
more in the first two games
this season (20,43, 52,62).
Smith is poised for a
breakout season after pri
marily serving as a role
player last season.
“You talk to anybody in
our building, Urston Smith
had a great fall camp, he
earned the right to play,” said
GVSU coach Matt Mitchell.
Smith had one of the
more memorable plays of
the season last year in the
playoff win over rival Ferris
State Nov. 28, 2015. A 30yard diving touchdown grab
from a Williams’ pass earned
the pair a spot on an ESPN
SportsCenter Top 10 list.

Asked if he could make an
ESPN appearance again this
season, Smith says it’s not ex
actly one of his primary goals.
“We’re probably going
to make more big plays, but
we’re not trying to get on Top
10. If it happens, it happens,
good for us,” Smith said.
Williams said the pair
has already had a Top 10
play this season—he said a
52-yard bomb in the Lake
Erie win was equally wor
thy of Top 10 recognition
to the Ferris State play.
“If that one didn’t get in
there, that one was better than
the one against Ferris (.State),”
Williams said. “It just wasn’t in
the end zone or the playoffs.”
Highlight plays aside, the
connection between Williams

SEE WEAPONS | A8

VOLLEYBALL

LOCK AND LOAD: Bart Williams looks to pass during warmups
before the game against Lake Erie Sept. 10. GVL | EMILY FRYE

The distributor
Junior setter Katie Olson thriving in
role as GV volleyball’s floor general

VARSITY SCHEDULE
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FOOTBALL
Saturday 7:30 p.m. vs. Northern
Michigan

BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

SOCCER
Friday 7 p.m. vs. Saginaw Valley
State
Sunday 1 p.m. vs. Ohio Dominican
VOLLEYBALL
Friday 7 p.m. at Hillsdale
Saturday 5 p.m. at Northwood
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Saturday noon at Saginaw
Valley State
Sunday 10 a.m. at Northwood
MEN’S GOLF
Saturday, all day at GLIAC North
Invitational
Sunday, all day at GLIAC North
Invitational
MEN’S TENNIS
Friday, all day at USTA/ITA
Regional Championships

CROSS COUNTRY
SET UP: Katie Olson sets the ball in a bout with Ferris State last year. Olson has been called the
"quarterback” of the Lakers, and leads the team with 249 assists this year gvl I kevin sielaff

Friday, 11:50 a.m. at Spartan
Invitational

She huddles with her team and
discusses strategy after need
ing only a point to win nearing
the end of a critical set.
Once the huddle breaks, she
reads the defense on the other
side of the net and does not like
what she sees, so she calls an au
dible for a new play.
The ball is served, then
returned and her teammate
notches a valuable dig.
Then the ball comes toward
her. She again reads the de
fense, scans her front line and
formulates a plan of attack all
while the ball soars at her.
She sets it up and her
teammate spikes the soft
sphere into the hardwood
on the opposite side.
They’ve won the game.
This is Katie Olson’s job,
and she does it better than
anybody else on the Grand
Valley State volleyball team.
Olson, from Peru, Illinois,
is an athlete by blood. Not
only did both of her parents
play college basketball, but
her aunt, Kathy George, is the
head coach of the Michigan
State volleyball team.
She played both sports

growing up and enjoyed both.
Eventually, she had a choice to
make: would she play volley
ball or basketball in college?
Much to the joy of Grand
Valley head coach Deanne
Scanlon, she picked volleyball.
Scanlon, who is friends
with Olson’s aunt after having
coached with her at Western
Michigan, contacted her and
asked if Olson, who was draw
ing Division I interest, would be
interested in playing for a com
petitive Division II school.
Fortunately, she was.
Her competitive nature that
allowed her to select a smaller
school in a lower bracket of
competition as opposed to a
bigger stage is what drives her to
improve consistently and helps
her and the Lakers win.
“I’m a huge competitive
person and I absolutely hate,
hate losing. For us to go out
and come out as strong as
we can, it’s a great feeling of
winning,” Olson said.
She was not put in a starting
role immediately to begin her
career as a Laker, though. In
fact, in her freshman year, she
played only a minor role.
Going into her sophomore
SEE OLSON | A9
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WOMEN’S TENNIS

Back on top
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM

“You have got to want to be the
best before you can even begin
to reach for that final goal, and
you have got to be prepared to
sacrifice a lot to get there,” said
Billie Jean King, a pioneer for
womens tennis.
Grand Valley State womens
tennis player Madison Bal
lard epitomizes what it means
to face adversity head on and
make the necessary sacrifices
to reach her ultimate goal.
The sophomore
from
Fenton, Michigan arrived at
GVSU as a highly touted re
cruit. Her career record in
high school was 95-8. She was
a four-time state qualifier and
a two-time state individual fi
nalist; she received First Team
All-State honors four times.
She was listed as the thirdbest senior in Michigan by
www.tennisrecruiting.net.
Most freshmen arrive to
campus and have to worry
about finding their classes
and doing well in those class
es. As for Ballard, she had to
take on dual responsibilities
very early in college.
“It was a huge transition,”
Ballard said. “Its more than
just tennis to focus on. The
school aspect makes a huge
difference. There are both
harder classes and harder
competition on the court.”
The freshman campaign
for Ballard was not what she

WEAPONS
CONTINUED FROM A7

and Smith has been a signifi
cant part of the offensive attack
this season. The success of the
running game led by Martayveus Carter (112 yards-percarry) has opened up more
options in the passing game,
namely the play action pass.
“(A) really good way for us

had expected. Her game was
not on the level of her satisfac
tion as she moved around the
playing positions. She played
up to four different positions
her freshman season.
'All the hype definitely
affected me,” she said. “I
didn’t do well my freshman
year. 1 wasn’t playing to the
best of my abilities.”
The impact of the expecta
tions placed upon her shoul
ders started to weigh on the
freshman. So, instead of con
tinual workouts and matches,
Ballard decided she needed a
break. She took some time off
during the winter semester
and focused more on school
rather than the courts.
During the down time
however, a blessing in disguise
occurred. Ballard sprained
her ankle during the spring
matches. The injury kept her
out for at least a month. After
grinding out nationals with a
bum ankle, she used the rest
of her time before the fall sea
son began to rehab.
Ballard travel down to Flor
ida where she met a couple of
tennis coaches who helped her
regain her health as well as con
fidence on the court. All of his
was set up by Ballard’s father, a
former tennis player.
“He is my rock,” she said.
“He has been there with me
through it all. Having your
dad as a coach is actually re
ally tough. He knows every
aspect of tennis, though.”
As she returned to GVSU

for the 2016-17 fall season, Bal
lard was out to prove herself.
Coming off an ankle injury and
sub-par freshman season, she
wanted prove she belonged.
Sure enough, she did.
Before the season officially
began, the team decided which
player would play in what spot
by conductings round-robin
tournament. All the girls on the
team played each other for the
top spots on the roster.
“She went undefeated,”
said GVSU coach John Black.
“She definitely has a game
where she can beat anybody
on the court. She can hit hard
er than just about anybody in
our conference. She just needs
to work on when to do it.”
Ballard was awarded the No.
1 spot due to her hard work and
performance. She went from a
top-rated recruit, to a sluggish
freshman year and back to op
timism for her sophomore year.
She is 2-0 thus far in singles
play and 2-0 from the No. 1
seed in doubles partnered with
Allie Sweeney. Her confidence
and work ethic have rubbed off
on her teammates.
“She is really supportive,”
said sophomore teammate
and roommate Nicole Heiniger. “She really improved a
lot from last year and she has
helped me improve as well.
We have been in it together.”
Ballard is currently un
decided in school. However,
she says hopefully tennis is in
her future.

to get the ball down the field
is play action,” said GVSU of
fensive coordinator Tim Mor
rison. “We’re running the ball
fairly decent right now, so
you’re getting defenses playing
downhill, which gives us deep
shots over the top.”
In Smith’s long hauls this
season, his ability to track
the ball without losing speed
downfield makes him a dan

gerous target for the GVSU
offense. At 6-foot-2-inches
tall and 215 pounds, Smith’s
frame and speed gives him
advantage over defenders in
jump ball situations.
There are a number of
things that must go right
for one of Smith’s trademark
deep catches.
“First off, you’ve got to make
a good move on the line,” Smith

Tennis sophomore rebounds
after rocky freshman year at GV

PROMISING FUTURE: Madison Ballard, a sophomore at Grand Valley State from Fenton, Michigan
warms up before the rival match against Saginaw Valley State University Sept. 12. gvl | emily frye

said. “You’ve got to make your
move and when Bart (Wil
liams) puts the ball out, you just
got to run and go get it. He’ll
put it way out there so the de
fense can’t get it, which makes
it easier for us to catch the ball.”
On the flip side, Williams
knows if he doesn’t put the ball
in just the right spot for Smith
and the other receivers.
“A lot of that comes from

the running backs and the of
fensive line doing a good job
blocking up front,” Williams
said. “Its just a lot of repetition.
A lot of these times the ball is
in the air so long, if I tried to
throw it to somebody it’d be
tough, but we’ve just practiced
it so many times I know the
spot to throw on the field, and
the wide outs do a good job of
going to that spot for me.”

The Lakers play the
Northern Michigan Wildcats
this Saturday at 7 p.m. at Lub
bers Stadium. If the past two
games have been any indica
tion, one thing is clear: Wil
liams will be looking deep for
No. 10 early and often.
“Hopefully (we can make
more big plays),” Williams said.
“We’re going to try. We try to be
explosive every Saturday?
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WRAP-UP: Alton Voss wraps up an Ashland player in last season’s 45-28 win over the Eagles. Voss returns to the lineup after being sidelined week one due to a concussion, and had two sacks in his debut
against the Lake Erie Storm, a 55-7 win. Voss and the Lakers take on the Northern Michigan Wildcats at Lubbers Stadium this Saturday and will look to win their third straight home game. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

Three point stance: GV looks to go 3-0 against NMU
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

Grand Valley State football (20) has outscored its opponents
63-0 in the first half this season.
After this upcoming Sat
urday, that number could
be even higher.
The Lakers, ranked No. 2
in the latest AFCA national
poll behind only Northwest
Missouri State, will take
on the Northern Michigan
Wildcats (1-1) this Saturday
at home at 7 p.m. The Lakers
will look to win their third
consecutive home game be
fore starting a two-game
road trip the following week.
One: The cardiac cats
NMU is coming off two
overtime games at the start of
the season, having most recent
ly lost to Angelo State, 47-41 in
overtime. In their season open
er, the Wildcats defeated the
Lake Erie Storm—which the
Lakers handled 55-7 this past
Saturday—38-35 in overtime.
By comparison, the Lakers had

the Storm up 42-0 at halftime.
Despite the Lakers’ domi
nance against a team the
Wildcats fought with until
the very end, GVSU coach
Matt Mitchell doesn’t want
his team to fall into the fal
lacy of a common opponent.
“I don’t like the comparable
score thing, I hate that,” Mitch
ell said. “Venues are different,
personnel is different, styles of
offense and defense are com
pletely different. I think there
may be some people outside
of this building that may jump
to conclusions given the fact
that our common opponent is
Lake Erie College here in the
last two weeks.
“Our staff will not make
that, and hopefully our players
will not make that mistake also.”
The Wildcats feature a
high octane spread offense
led by quarterback senior
Shaye Brown (468 yards,
three touchdowns, one in
terception). Though Mitchell
noted the Wildcats’ “explosivity” on offense, Brown has
only completed 45 percent of
his passes this season.

The Wildcats graduated
Marcus Tucker, their leading
receiver from last season, who
led the team with 79 catches—
the second and third receivers
had 79 catches combined.
It’s apparent the Wildcats
are still breaking in their pass
ing game. No receiver has
more than nine catches on the
year. While the team struggled
to run the ball last season, the
Wildcats average four yards per
carry and have eight rushing
touchdowns on the year.
Mitchell said GVSU has
shown improvement from
week to week, most notably the
offensive line. The Lakers have
yet to turn the ball over this
season, and despite Mitchell’s
disdain for the common oppo
nent, the Lakers are taking on
a team that barely scraped past
a Lake Erie team that GVSU
outgained 412-77 in offensive
yardage in the first half alone.
If the Lakers match or
improve upon their team
output from the last two
games, it is very likely this
team will be 3-0 heading in
to their first road game of

the season next week against
Walsh Saturday, Sept. 24.
“When you have expecta
tions at Grand Valley, every
game is important,” Mitch
ell said. “We say that all the
time. This meeting is the
most important meeting of
the year, this press confer
ence is the most important
press conference of the year
because it’s the next one, and
that’s how we feel about this
game. That’s the sense of im
mediacy we have. The most
important game for Grand
Valley is the one coming up.”
Two: Voss back
GVSU senior defensive end
Alton Voss played his first game
of the season against Lake Erie
after sitting out the Tiffin game
with a concussion. The 28-year
old veteran made his presence
on the defense known against
the Storm, finishing with five
tackles and two sacks in just
one half of action.
“It was my first game back,
I felt comfortable,” Voss said. “I
was waiting to get back on the
field Saturday’’

Voss rejoins a defensive end
group that includes himself,
Dylan Carroll and graduate
transfer Sydney Omameh. Carroll has 1.5 sacks on the year
and Omameh, a proven pass
rusher from Ohio Dominican,
has a half a sack as well.
If this group can stay
healthy, the Lakers have three
more than capable pass rushers
at the position, not to mention
interior linemen DeOndre Ho
gan and Mark Rosenquist.
“If I have to come out, I
can rely on Dylan or Sydney,
and same thing goes for the
inside,” Voss said. “We have
a lot of depth and experience,
and guys can make plays.”
Three: No Matt, no
problem
Senior wide receiver and
top target from last year Matt
Williams has only three re
ceptions for 59 yards on the
season. Through the first two
games last season, Williams
had 10 catches for 140 yards
and three touchdowns.
The lack in production is
not due to poor performance.

The Lakers’ starters have only
played five meaningful quar
ters this season, as opposed to
last year where their margin of
victory in the first two games
were eight and three points.
Williams almost broke the
top of the Tiffin defense in the
first game—a tough catch that
was dropped in the endzone,
and even cause the fireworks
at Lubbers to go off in a pre
mature celebration. Williams’
absence highlights a receiving
corps that is strong top to bot
tom and doesn’t rely on any
one player.
“I don’t view it as a No.
1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4 and
No. 5 receiver, we view it as
a unit,” Mitchell said. “Matt
is an important part of that
unit. We look to try and at
tack the defenses with all of
them. We place Matt to the
field at our X position a little
bit more, and sometimes the
throws that are available to
Matt might be a dependent
more of what the defense is
giving us on a specific down.”
Prediction:
GVSU
49,
NMU 10.

WOMEN’S GOLF

Par for the course
Laker women’s golf places ninth at
University of Indianapolis Fall Invitational
BY DANNY SCHWARTZ
DSCHWARTZ@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
women’s golf team finished
with a team score of 616 at
the University of Indianap
olis Fall Invitational, fin
ishing in ninth place at the
two day event, Sept. 12-13.
The Lakers stayed competi
tive in the first day, finishing
in fifth place. In the second
and final day, they struggled,
shooting a 315 and dropping
to ninth in the highly competi
tive field. Seven of the 17 teams
in the field were present at the
Division II National Champi
onship last spring, where the
Lakers finished fourth. Dal
las Baptist won the event after
shooting a team-low 285 on
the day to surge past host In
dianapolis, which led the field
after Monday’s round.
“I thought the girls played
really well on the first day,” said
GVSU head coach Rebecca
Mailloux. “Our lineup for this
event had two freshmen in it,
so we’re pretty young. For us

OLSON
CONTINUED FROM A7

year, there was a battle for
playing time at the setter
position after the Lakers
graduated Five seniors.
“It was definitely a very
competitive role for me. Taylor
Stewart and 1 kept going back
and forth with playing time,
each pushing each other,” Ol
son said. “It wasn’t like we were
fighting the other person, just
for the position. Wed help each
other out. I think us pushing
each other in practice Is what
really helped me get to the po
sition I’m at right now.”
Olson eventually won the
• ♦
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to come out in the first tour
nament of the year and shoot
301 on the first day, I was very
happy with that.”
The Lakers didn’t come
out as strong on the second
and final day, but the tour
nament was the strongest
field they’ll see all year.
“Obviously we would’ve
liked to finish a little bit high
er and gone out with a better
performance in the last day,
but now is not the time where
we need to shine,” Mailloux
said. “We’ll use it as motiva
tion to get better.”
The Lakers are coming off
of a strong season last year that
saw former GVSU golfer Gabrielle Shipley win an individu
al Division II national champi
onship, which is considered by
many in the program to be the
most successful one yet.
“I think you could argue
that last season was the best in
GVSU women’s golf history?’
Mailloux said. “Just based on
finishing fourth at the national
championships, having an in
dividual win a national cham
pionship, breaking multiple

records and many postseason
awards. With that in mind, it’s
going to be tough going in and
trying to compare to last year.”
After shooting a 301 in
yesterday’s initial round, the
Lakers were in fifth place with
good position to move ahead,
but slipped up on Tuesday and
moved back to ninth.
Freshman Katie Chipman was the top scorer for
GVSU, carding a 74-78-152
final score and finishing tied
for 23rd overall. Senior Alex
Taylor finished with a 155
(73-82) tying teammate Sa
mantha Moss (77-78). Maria
Sol Pose, a freshman from
Argentina, finished with
156, while Julie Guckian
turned in a 158 by shooting
a 76-82. Freshman Morgan
Janke-Wolff, who competed
as an individual, followed
up a round of 82 after day
one with an 85 in her second
round, finishing at 167.
Katharina Keilich of India
napolis was the individual win
ner with a score of 141 (-3).
Guckian is very optimistic
about the season, and believes

job and ran with it.
Now a junior and team
captain, she is taking
strides to become even bet
ter not just for herself, but
for her teammates too.
“(I want) to make all of my
hitters better. I need to be able
to take my pass and put it up
there for them. That’s kind of
my goal, to make people on my
team better,” Olson said.
One of her greatest weap
ons, reigning GI.LAC Fresh
man of the Year Staci Brower,
is feeling the effects of having
a standout setter who can set
her up for striking blows on the
enemy team, and she trusts that
Olson will give her the right set.
They also hold enough trust be

tween each other that they can
sit down and work out what
they can do better to improve
overall team performance.
“We have been doing a lot
in practice and really giving
feedback to each other, like if
I want it higher or if I want it
tight to the net. It’s an open
communication where she
can give me feedback and I’m
willing to give her that feed
back also,” Brower said.
This relationship is not new,
nor is it finished developing.
Both girls feel as though they
will continue to knit a tighter
bond both on and off the court,
leading to far greater than what
the duo has already accom
plished.

FOCUS IN: GVSU's Alex Taylor eyes down a putt during the Davenport Invitational at Blythefield Coun
try Club Oct. 26. 2015. Taylor shot a 155, helping the Lakers to a ninth place finish. GVL I SARA carte

consistency is key.
“I thought we played pretty
well on day one in fifth place,”
she said. “Conditions were
great all weekend so that wasn’t
an issue. It seemed like more
people on the team seemed to
struggle on day two, includ
ing myself. That’s just how golf

goes, you can play great one day
and not really have it the next.”
Senior Alex Taylor is be
lieves the first tournament was
something to learn from.
“For myself, I had a really
good first day. The second day I
got a little nervous and tentative
and didn’t trust myself. I think

the freshmen handled the pres
sure really well. We didn’t have
the best second day, but overall
it was a good start.”
The Lakers see action next
Sept. 24-25, when they host
the eighth annual Gildas Club
laker Fall Invitational at the
Meadows Golf Course.

“They’ve had to spend a
lot of time off the court talk
ing through things, what each
one of them is comfortable
with, Katie bringing a con
fidence to Staci as a player,
what Staci needs to hear from
Katie, what Katie needs to
hear from Staci, what they see
on the court,” Scanlon said.
The relationship aspect be
tween setter and teammates
is a concept Scanlon placed
emphasis on. She described
the setter as the quarterback
of the team and that they are
used to “barking out orders,”
which causes a close and un
derstanding relationship with
her surrounding allies to be
immensely important.

“She’s taken some huge
steps in doing that off the
court, spending time with
players and getting to know
them, getting outside her com
fort zone. We’ve had meetings
about how she needs to talk to
certain players certain ways,
and I think its made a huge
growth in her as a leader but
she’s helped other players. She’s
a setter whisper, you might call
her,” Scanlon said.
The newfound leader
ship that Olson carries for this
squad is critical to their success
because of how young the team
is. With a total of 12 seniors
graduating over the past two
years, there is plenty of fresh
blood in the program, and Ol

son is the veteran presence that
keeps them together.
Her favorability does
not end with her skill in
the sport or strong veteran
presence, either.
"She’s a very fun and ener
getic girl. She’s very fun to have
on the court and it’s so fun to
have her as a setter,” Brower
said. With what a grind the
season can be, it is never a bad
thing to have somebody to
lighten the mood every once in
a while. It only gets better when
it’s your captain and inherent
leader who does it for them.”
But don’t let the fun vibe
and soft smile fool you. Olson
is a competitor and will not quit
until she emerges victorious.
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Club sailing
season underway

Anchors away
BY NATALIE LONGROY
NLONGROY@LANTHORN.COM

This past weekend, the Grand
Valley State club sailing team
went to the University of
Wisconsin to compete in the
2016 Fall Fury Regatta.
GVSU club sailing has
an A and a B team. The A
team is for a more expe
rienced crew while the B
team is for new members
that have little to no experi
ence but are eager to learn.
Over
the
weekend,
GVSU took third in the A
division and eighth overall.
The B fleet took 12th place.
“Fall Fury was an impor
tant regatta to kick off the
season and also to compete at
an inter-conference regatta,
which means increased com
petition of teams we would
not normally have the op
portunity to sail against,” said
club chair Gary Micu.

SIDELINES NO MORE: Jennifer Steinaway, starting goalkeeper for the 2016 soccer season, poses
in her uniform on the Grand Valley State's soccer field Wednesday, Sept. 14. GVL I audra gamble

Back in the saddle
GV goalie Steinaway recharged after injury
BY JOSH PEICK
ASSlSTANTSPORTStebLANTHORN.COM

Heading into the 2015 sea
son, the Grand Valley State
womens soccer team had six
positions to fill after losing as
many seniors to graduation.
One of the positions, goal
keeper, would be decided
among three girls.
After spending her fresh
man year learning from An
drea Strauss, a member of
the All-NCAA Tournament
Team in 2014, Jennifer Stein
away was ready to compete
for the starting spot. But after
tearing her Achilles tendon in
an offseason workout, Steinaway’s dream of becoming
the starting goalkeeper would
have to wait one more year.
“She certainly would have
been highly competitive (for
the starting role if she was
not injured),” said Jeff Ho
sier, GVSU head coach.
Instead, Steinaway watched
from the sideline as GVSU
won its third consecutive
NCAA Division II National
Championship.
“It’s obviously very dif
ficult knowing that you can’t
physically be a member and
be a part of it,” Steinaway said.
“Eventually you adapt and re
alize I need to be a good cheer

leader and a good teammate.”
After the season conclud
ed and her rigorous rehabili
tation was over with, Stein
away was once again ready to
compete for the starting spot.
“This was my first chance
coming in completely healthy
with the experience under
my belt from the spring (sea
son),” Steinaway said.
In the spring season, Stein
away received ample oppor
tunity to showcase her skills
against top Division II and
even Division I opponents.
“Jen got a lot of minutes
playing against great compe
tition, the likes of Northwest
ern, Western Michigan Uni
versity and Bowling Green,”
Hosier said. “She performed
very well in those matches.
That gave us a lot of confi
dence in her at that time.”
As a goalkeeper, the ability
to move the ball efficiently up
the field to teammates in order
to start an attack is a crucial
part of the job. In the spring
and preseasons, Steinaway
showed the GVSU coaches
that she was capable of this.
“For us and our style of
play, our goalkeeper has to
be good with her feet, has to
connect with the back four,
and also play vertical and
diagonal balls,” Hosier said.
“She unquestionably is very

strong in that skillset.”
Before the first game of the
season, after a two year jour
ney, for the first time in her
collegiate career, Steinaway
heard her name called as the
starting goalkeeper for the
leakers. It was a feeling of ac
complishment and relief for
the redshirt sophomore after
an uphill battle to get there.
“It’s hard to describe. I had
waited two years, and I worked
hard enough to get that feel
ing,” Steinaway said. “Essen
tially it is excitement, and then
it turned into nervousness and
then it got comfortable again.”
Any nervousness Stein
away may have been feeling
has not been evident in the
first four games of the sea
son. She has given up only
two goals on the year and
holds a 3-0-1 record in the
early goings of the season.
If the Lakers plan on
making another run at the
national
championship,
Steinaway will be a crucial
part to team’s run at history.
“I personally have had
an Achilles injury, so I know
that is not an easy thing to get
through mentally or physical
ly? Hosier said. “It just shows
her mental toughness, and
also her commitment to the
game and to her team to get
back to where she is at now.”

Some teams that partici
pated over the weekend in
clude the University of Iowa,
University of Minnesota and
the University of Illinois,
among many others.
“Being our first regatta of
the season sometimes it can be
rough getting back into things
with practices just starting for
the year, but we work together
in our skipper crew pairings
and analyze what to change
and how to quickly improve,
to get back to sailing as the
strong team we can be.” said
club member Nichole Kievit.
The GVSU club sailing
team is open to both male and
female members of all expe
riences. There is a place for
anyone on the team as there is
a non-completive or competi
tive membership. However,
only competitive members
can compete in regattas.
“There are a lot of new
members this year, which

is great,” Nicholas Smart
said. “I would say we are
a very energetic team and
we are all eager to contrib
ute to the team’s success.”
New members mean all
different experience levels.
“We have new members
who will have a learning curve
about the sport, so that is al
ways an exciting challenge to
help bring younger sailors on
the team up to their full po
tential,” Micu said. “It’s great
to see them break through
milestones that they never
thought they would even try,
let alone master in the sport.”
With not only new
members at the start of the
semester, the sailing team
has a new coach with the
team this season.
Head coach Gappy Cap
per founded and served as
president of the Midwest High
School Sailing Association,
vice president of the Interscho
lastic Sailing Association of
North America, and coached
several high school, college
and youth racing teams to na
tional championship regattas.
“Now, having a coach, we
can all grow and improve but
our coach has to find ways to
teach everyone at all our dif
ferent levels of understand
ing,” Kievit said. “We have
an overwhelming number of
potential new members and
a coach that can help us all
reach new heights.”
The team sails at the Lake
Macatawa Yacht Club near
Holland, Michigan. The
team practices and races on
boats called 420’s, which are
mid-sized, two-person crew
racing dinghies. They also
race on EJ’s, Sloops, Lasers,
T-lOs and other watercraft
depending on the regatta.

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com

PUSHING OFF: Nichole Kievit and Kate Lynne Cavataio pose at
this year’s 2016 Fall Fury Regatta, courtesy I gvsu club sailing
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Employment
Announcements
Amtrak Pere Marquette
offers affordable
transportation from West
Michigan all the way to
Chicago! One ticket gets you
a pass to the beautiful
beaches of Benton Harbor,
the world-class dining of
Grand Rapids, and the
charming historic shops of
Holland Michigan. Whatever
your interests, the train has
got your ticket to adventure,
visit www.mitrain.com for
more information!
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Rent or Buy!

Energizing Our World
Saturday, Oct 22nd.
Registration is 8:30 AM
Sessions are 9:00 to
3:00pm.
Middle school students
grades 6-8, $10 per student.
Includes t-shirt and lunch.
This is an exciting one day
event for middle
school students to learn
about sustainable power.
Students will participate in
activities such as including
building a solar powered
device and
testing wind turbines. Visit
www. gvsu. edu/rmsc/energy
for more details
and registration information.

BriansBook.net
or

Don’t Let A Criminal
Charge Effect Your
Future!

(616) 892-4170

The Law Office of
Shawn L. Perry

Brian's Books: the better
bookstore! Now carrying
616-272-4677
new and used book for
urchase and rent for the
all 2016 semester!
Located near the water
tower, it's worth the walk!
Guaranteed to save you
money!
Students: Get outta town
with Indian Trails! Rent your
own Charter Bus or simply
Looking to get involved on get a ticket for one on one of
campus? Join the Future the many bus routes
throughout
Alumni Association!
Students can connect with Michigan that Indian Trails
offers'
mentors and
Visit www.indiantrails.com
attend professional events.
for more information or to
Learn more:
purchase your ticket today!
www gvsu edu/faa

Looking for work or know
someone who is?
At Express Employment
Professionals Holland/
Muskegon, we have full time
positions available from $11
to $29 per hour! Positions
include: Machine Operators,
General Laborers,
Office/Clerical,
Landscaping, Assembly, and
more. Call our office today at
616-499-2199 to see what
opportunities we have for
you!

For Sale

A
L._
Sofa for sale. No stains and

*

no smells. In great condition,
selling for $150. Contact me
at dehared@mail.gvsu.edu if
you're interested.

Free Classifieds for Students, Faculty
and Staff (some restrictions apply)
Email lakerexchange(9lanthorn com
or call (616)3318860
You can submit your c!assi6ed ad on
lanthorn com on the Laker Exchange
page
'V'v'v.'- A:';'
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PUZZLES

Student Org Events

Housing

Announcements

Housing
Are you in need of a room?
Room open located
conveniently near GVSU
campus in Campus View
Apartments. It is a fully
furnished 4 bedroom house
with many
amenities including a pool
and hot tub!!
For more details contact
William at 231-360-1528

Looking for a subleaser
ASAP!
Two bedroom townhome at
48west, bedroom
A available. The rent is $632
a month plus utilities and my
roommate has a dog. The
dog is well behaved and
causes no issues. My
roommate is a girl but does
not care about the gender of
my subleaser. If you are
interested please contact
me at
devonmcnamara@yahoo
.com.

Looking for Housing?
Apartment in Campus West.
2 Bed/1 Bath. One female
roommate already in 1 room.
2nd floor bed available. $450
plus utilities Security Deposit already
paid. Please call Jenifer
Mata @ (517) 768-9695 or
(517) 795-7122.

Looking for one,
non-partying, female
roommate to rent out a
bedroom in a newly built
house on 52nd street about
2 minutes away from the
Allendale Campus for the
Fall 2016 and Winter 2017
semester. The rent is $560 a
month, which
includes utilities, free WIFI,
and an alarm system for
safety. If you are interested,
please contact me at
bkr2448@gmail.com.

Great 2 bedroom,
Upper Apartment just 5
minutes from Downtown
Campus. Rent for just
$650/month. Fully Equipped
Kitchen. Available Now!
(616) 340-7636.

2016 GV
Shakespeare Festival
presents
Measure for Measure
Sept. 30-Oct. 9, 2016
Tickets available by calling
616-331-2300

Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location.
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!

The GVSU Club Sailing
Team is hosting a golf
outing on Family Weekend!
Come join us at
the Meadows Golf Club on
September 17th for
a shotgun start at 10am, a
hole in one car, food +
prizes, great memories
and more!
Visit
sailing54.wix.com/golfouting
or email
sailing@mail.gvsu.edu for
more information!

Remodeled 3 bedroom,
1 bath house in
Belknap neighborhood on
Fairview available for rent.
$1000 per month, no pets.
Interested? Contact Brandy
at brandyhreg@gmail.com.

The Marketing Department
is putting on their
annual Marketing Career
night on October 3rd! Over
20 companies will be
participating, and business
professionals will answer
questions + offer info
regarding internships &
opportunities for Marketing
majors, but all majors are
welcome to attend. This is a
great opportunity
for students to interact face
to face with
business professionals and
explore a career
in Marketing.

Services
Don't let a criminal/alcohol
case affect your future!
Shawn L. Perry, a former
GVSU athlete/student can
help You don't have to go it
alone: schedule your free
consultation by calling (616)
272-4677.
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